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Happy Holidays from Connected Communities!Happy Holidays from Connected Communities!

November was full of a lot of reflection and evaluation. Connected
Communities worked on and learned from studies like ROC the Future's
Annual Report Card as well as our own assessments. A lot of our work is still
in the planning stages, but we plan to have an in-depth review for our
stakeholders, partners, and community members in our Year End Report
which will debut next month! Until then, this newsletter takes a look back at
community accomplishments in the past month so we can celebrate all things
EMMA and Beechwood! From all of us at Connected Communities, we wish
you and your loved ones a joyous holiday season!

Community Updates
TILC Gets a Foodlink Pantry:TILC Gets a Foodlink Pantry:
Congratulations to Sister Parham and
TILC for their new Foodlink Pantry
that opened last month to an "A"
rating! We've already been
approached by community members
looking to take advantage of this great
resource. The pantry will be open
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1 pm to
6 pm with emergency food supplied



every day.

The Community Place's AnnualThe Community Place's Annual
Thanksgiving Community Dinner:Thanksgiving Community Dinner:
This was a beautiful event! On
November 15th, people from all over
the community gathered at The
Community Place. The event was so
well-attended that it overflowed out of
the gym! People of all cultures and
abilities enjoyed a huge buffet and
music from residents. We are grateful
to partner with such a trusted and
successful institution.

ROC the Future's Annual Report Card: ROC the Future's Annual Report Card: ROC the Future had a great
conference on the state of Rochester children's education on November 15th
where they marked some gains in early childhood learning. Their 6th annual
report was a great way to check in and hold people accountable for the
successes and challenges that Rochester children experience. To get a deeper
insight into the report card, check out the Democrat & Chronicle's articlecheck out the Democrat & Chronicle's article
on the event here!on the event here!

Warfield Square and Connected Communities' Mixer: Warfield Square and Connected Communities' Mixer: Connected
Communities got to meet new Warfield Square residents and introduced them
to our mission and our team over dinner. We were so happy to see residents
and their children coming together to meet their neighbors and learn how to
get involved with and build up their community. Community Engagement
Specialist Vanessa Santiago (featured in the photo above at the mixer) is
getting to know each and every resident and how we can connect them to
important resources and relationships.

Prophet of Freedom: Honoring Frederick Douglass in Word andProphet of Freedom: Honoring Frederick Douglass in Word and
Song: Song: An unexpected joy for EMMA and Beechwood came through Thomas
Warfield's vocal performance at this event celebrating 200 years of Frederick
Douglass. Thomas is a talented dance instructor and performer as well as the
son of Warfield Square's namesake, Vernice Warfield. Frederick Douglass's
descendants were also in attendance and it was a beautiful opportunity to
reflect on the legacy of powerful black Rochesterians who worked to create a
better life for those around them. What a night!

Beechwood's Complete Streets Makeover Celebrated at The LittleBeechwood's Complete Streets Makeover Celebrated at The Little
Theatre:Theatre:  One of the reasons we are so proud to work in the communities we
serve is their initiative and dedication to their neighborhood. Earlier this year,
Beechwood residents earned a Complete Streets Makeover. This process was
documented and featured in The Little Theatre's Street Films event on
November 15th. We'll be sure to link the film once it becomes publicly
available on our social media!

General Celebrations andGeneral Celebrations and
Spotlights:Spotlights:  There is too much
important and wonderful work being
done by community members and

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2018/11/15/roc-future-report-card-early-education-kaczorowski-nelms-campbell/2010517002/


partners to feature everything, but
here's some extra love for some
institutions and people doing great
work.

Sully Library:Sully Library:  Have you taken a
look at the Sully Branch Library's
monthly schedule lately? They
have educational and fun
opportunities nearly every day
for things like adult computer
skills, English as a Second
Language Classes, and
Affordable Health Care Act
assisted sign ups! If you're
looking to expand your skills and
have a fun day with your
children, Sully is a great place to
start!
East Main Street Cafe:East Main Street Cafe:  Have
you visited East Main Cafe yet?
What are you waiting for? With friendly staff and great options right next
to Warfield Square, it's a great place to meet your neighbors and relax.
Plus, the cafe now has artwork from local artists featured in the shop. See
you there!
GIRLTREK NEEDS YOU:GIRLTREK NEEDS YOU: GirlTrek of Rochester is looking for 2-4
women of color to lead walking groups! Contact our Community
Engagement Specialist Vanessa Santiago at
vanessa@connectedcommunitiesroc.org or 585-224-1083 if you're
interested in leading! Healthy futures start with you!

Community Corner:
Meet Warfield Square's Community Leader

Laquanda M. Fields

We caught up with Warfield Square’s
Community Leader Laquanda M. Fields.
Laquanda (left, pictured here with Mayor
Lovely Warren) is charged with making
sure Warfield feels like home to all of the
community members who live there. Check
out what motivates her and how she works
hard for Warfield residents every day.

Connected Communities:Connected Communities:  Can you introduce yourself?
Laquanda Fields: Laquanda Fields: I’m Laquanda M. Fields, Community Leader at Warfield
Square. I am a Rochester native, and mother to Jaela, 12 and Samariyah, 10. I
am a Brockport graduate (go green and gold!) and I have a degree in Public
Relations. I love our city and my favorite pastime is exploring neighborhoods
to look at houses (Hello, Landmark Society House Tours!).



CC: CC: What makes Warfield Square special to you?
LF: LF: Warfield Square is my baby. I am responsible for its growth and success. I
think it’s special because we’re offering residents something that other
housing communities do not: community, resources, stability, hope, and love.
I want Warfield Square to be the stability that a family needs in order to
achieve economic success. That looks different for everyone, but what I hope
we can do for families is remove any barriers that prevent them from being
self-sufficient. 

CC: CC: How do you want the larger EMMA and Beechwood neighborhoods to
see Warfield Square? What do you want that relationship to look like?
LF:LF:  I would like the surrounding neighborhoods to look at Warfield Square as
a resource hub. It would be great to collaborate on community events and
celebrations. I would like our EMMA and Beechwood neighbors to think of
the Warfield residents as their neighbors. 

If you know of a resident, business owner, or service provider inIf you know of a resident, business owner, or service provider in
Beechwood or EMMA who should be highlighted in a futureBeechwood or EMMA who should be highlighted in a future
Community Corner feature, email Jenna Lawson atCommunity Corner feature, email Jenna Lawson at
jenna@connectedcommunitiesroc.org!jenna@connectedcommunitiesroc.org!

Upcoming Community Events
Banking 101, A Financing Your FutureBanking 101, A Financing Your Future
EventEvent
December 12th, 5:30-6:30 pm, WarfieldDecember 12th, 5:30-6:30 pm, Warfield
Square Community Room: Square Community Room: Do you want to
master your banking strategy and build up
your account in the long run? Learn how to
bank online, balance your budget, and plan for
your future at this FREE event! Reserve your
spot by calling 585-288-0045.

Latino Entrepreneurship Workshop SeriesLatino Entrepreneurship Workshop Series
December 18th, 11:00 am-1:00 pm, RIT'sDecember 18th, 11:00 am-1:00 pm, RIT's
Center for Urban Entrepreneurship, 40Center for Urban Entrepreneurship, 40
Franklin Street: Franklin Street: Presented by RIT and the
City of Rochester's Neighborhood Service
Center, this event is part of a series to empower Latino Rochesterians in the
business world. Bilingual services are available! RSVP by email to
yjmvpr@rit.edu or phone at 585-475-6199.

EMMA Business & Neighborhood Association Monthly MeetingEMMA Business & Neighborhood Association Monthly Meeting
December 19th, 12:00 pm, Togetherness in Love Community Center:December 19th, 12:00 pm, Togetherness in Love Community Center:
Join EMMA residents and business owners and get to know your community
in this informative monthly meeting.

EMMA's Holiday PartyEMMA's Holiday Party
December 21st, 6:00 pm, Togetherness in Love Community Center:December 21st, 6:00 pm, Togetherness in Love Community Center:



Celebrate EMMA and the holidays with TILC! EMMA residents, particularly
seniors and children, will be served first. TILC will be giving out toys to
neighborhood children at this great event!

Connected Communities is on Twitter!
Be sure to follow us on our new platform to stay up-to-date with the latest
resources and events. You can even get alerts delivered right to your phone!
Follow us at https://twitter.com/ConnectedComROChttps://twitter.com/ConnectedComROC .


   

Visit our website

Questions or  Comments?Quest ions or  Comments?
Contact Jenna Lawson

Community Liaison | AmeriCorps VISTA
585-224-1084

jenna@connectedcommunitiesroc.org

https://twitter.com/ConnectedComROC
https://www.facebook.com/connectedcommunitiesroc
http://twitter.com/ConnectedComROC
http://www.connectedcommunitiesroc.org/

